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Rhodes and Cyprus. Humbert himself fell ill and wrote
to the Pope urging a truce and proposing negotiations
with the Turks. Clement VI advised the Captain-
General to confer with the other members of the League
on the terms offered and then communicate any decisions
reached for his ratification* These instructions were
dated 28 November I346.1 The difficulties of supply
and the expense incurred thereby, together with the
partial withdrawal of the Venetians proved a decisive
factor in the dissolution of the League. In reality
the whole burden of the defence of Smyrna ultimately
devolved on the Hospitallers, and the history of this
phase of the struggle has been outlined in the previous
chapter.
With the approach of the winter, the petty hostilities in
progress were finally suspended except for the defence of
the town; and Humbert and his nobles sailed to Rhodes.
On 29 January 1347, the Dauphin is known to have made
his last will and testament in the capital of that island.2 A
little later, his wife, Marie de Beaux, who had long been
suffering from illness, died, and the news of her death
reached Grenoble on i May I347-3 Originally, Humbert
had intended to crown his Oriental journey by a pilgrimage
to Jerusalem, but later changed his mind and decided
to retrace his steps to France. The reason for this change
of plan is unknown. The Pope absolved him from his vow
to remain in the East for the duration of the Holy League,
or at least for the fixed period of three years.4 In all,
Humbert's expedition had lasted less than two years. He
arrived at Venice in June, and lingered in North Italy for
about two months, during which he concluded an alliance
with Giovanni and Lucchino Visconti in Milan on 19
August 1347* Then he crossed the Alps between Saluces
and Briangon and went direct to the Dauphine, even before
1 Gay, 74-5.
2 This was witnessed by the Grand Master of the Hospital, Dieudonne' de
Gozon, and the Venetian Admiral, Pancrace Giustiniani.    Valbonnais,
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